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COMMENTS 



During the last several years that I have lobbied on en- 
vironmental issues in the New York State Legislature, i 
have often fett the need for a good editorial cartoon to 
convey to the general public what is actually going on in 
the legislature. An editorial cartoon — like a picture — is 
often worth a thousand words. Newspaper articles and 
televison spots provide a description of the final result, but 
normally fail to convey a sense of the political force and 
compromises that actually go on. 

A good example of the need for an editorial cartoonist 
like Don Rittner and Raoul Vezina was when the New 
York State Assembly finally passed the bottle bill after a 
ten year struggle. Needing 76 votes for passage, we 
began to notice that many swing legislators were absent 
from the floor as the clerk called the roll. Environmental 
lobbyists frantically searched the hallways and offices to 
find the missing legislators, with no success. We were 
down to the letter W when finally we got the 76th vote. 
Suddenly, out of the men's room trooped more than 20 
legislators to cast their vote in support of the bottle bill 
now that the issue was decided. The newspaper and TV 
stories covered the vote as an easy, runaway victory for 
the bottle bill. An editorial cartoon by Don and Raoul 
would have caught the 20 legislators trooping out of the 
men's room to join in the victory. 

Perhaps the main function of editorial cartoons is to 
highlight life's ironies, and to penetrate the so-called ob- 
jective reporting of the media that often provides a false 
picture of reality. No matter how outlandish his statements 
are, Secretary of the Interior James Watt s positions are 
treated with respect by the media. The government's posi- 
tion is always presented first and at great length, with a 
few words from environmentalists added on at the end. 
The reader is then left to try to discern which side is telling 
the truth. An environmental cartoon on the other end 
would have James Watt standing in front of a row of tree 
stumps, carrying an axe, with a caption at the bottom stat- 
ing: "James Watt dedicating a new national forest." Which 
description — the faithful printing of government press re- 
leases, or Don and Raoul's cartoons — paints a truer pic- 
ture of reality? 

Editorial cartoons are also invaluable in challenging au- 
thority. Too often the general public is all too willing to 
allow public figures to be the ones to decide what is best 
for the environment. By poking fun at such public figures, 
and exposing both their human weaknesses and their fi- 
nancial conflicts of interest, these cartoons make people 
realize that they can not delegate the responsibility for en- 
vironmental protection. 

Finally, these cartoons have provided the inspiration for 
many Albany environmentalists to continue their struggles 
in the public interest. At the end of a long week of smoke 
filled conference rooms, unresponsive legislators, and 
legions of corporate lobbyists dressed in their expensive 
three-piece suits, it's riot unusual for one to throw up his 
or her hands in frustration. But seeing these cartoons in 
the afternoon newspaper not only injects one with a much 
needed dose of humor, but reminds us why we are fight- 
ing so hard, 
Judith Enck 
Executive Director 
Environmental Planning Lobby 
Albany, N.Y. 



Wish you luck in your publication of collections of car- 
toons in NATURALIST AT LARGE. A strong voice in the 
field of environmental protection is well taken. The satirical 
comment on this vital issue is an excellent way to make 
some of the points you touch upon. 

Hopefully we can all benefit from a wise national policy 
that will bring about common sense in a world that is too 
little conscious of the preservation of our environment. 
Borders of states and countries do not point to the end of 
the responsibility of those concerned with preserving our 
fresh air, water, and wildlife worldwide. 
Sincerely, 
Hy Rosen 

Albany Times Union 
Cartoonist 



The truth hurts. Often it can hit like a sledge hammer 
to the skull and result in severe headaches, a churning 
stomach and sleepless nights. But the fact remains that 
the truth must be told, no matter now painful it happens 
to be. In this book the eloquent Mr. Rittner and talented 
Mr. Vezina offer some 30 of their best sledge hammers. 
Fortunately, the anesthetic that is humor allows us a smile 
on our faces while at the same time raises a welt on our 
consciousness. It hurts so good. 
John Caldwell 
Cartoonist 



The cartoons of Rittner and Vezina vividly demonstrate 
man's continuous assault on our environment. Over 
20,000 Sierra Club members have enjoyed their work. If 
a picture is worth a thousand words, these cartoons are 
priceless. 

These cartoons really hit home. Their message is a call 
to action for those of you on the sidelines. For those of 
us in the trenches, their work in reinforcing. 
Chris Ballantyne 
State Activities Coordinator 
Sierra Club - Atlantic Chapter 




INTRODUCTION 



Dedicated to Thomas Nast (1840-1902) 



Something doesn't make sense to me. When I read the 
papers every morning, it never fails that there is at least 
one story about some community being evacuated from a 
toxic spill or chemical cloud; the government buying up an 
area because it's totally contaminated with toxics; some 
neighborhood can't drink its water because it's polluted; 
people's homes are being torn down because they've 
been sprayed with deadly chemicals; or some families are 
being poisoned by exposure to a toxic dump or radiation. 
The frustration of all this is that the present federal admin- 
istration seems to be doing its best to destroy the very 
laws that were designed to prevent these disasters, and 
it's going at it with a vengeance. What do you think will 
be done about it? 

Raoul and I have chosen the editorial cartoon as a 
means to make people aware of environmental issues. 
We try to do it in a humorous manner, although the laugh- 
ter has a cynical tone. 

We have chosen thirty cartoons for this book that repre- 
sent an environmental ethic. You will agree or disagree 
with our philosophy, but either way we hope to get you 
thinking about the environmental issues that confront our 
society today. 



If we are really lucky, these cartoons will motivate you 
to take an active role in seeking solutions to your local en- 
vironmental problems. 

NATURALIST AT LARGE appears weekly in the Albany 
Knickerbocker News, were it first appeared on 4 August 
1982. I thank William M. Dowd, Managing Editor, and 
Howard Healy, Editorial Page Editor, for giving us the op- 
portunity to present our cartoons. 

We are dedicating this book to Thomas Nast, a Ger- 
man-born American cartoonist. Nast's cartoons, which ap- 
peared in Harpers Weekly, are credited with helping de- 
stroy the powerful and corrupt New York City political 
machine known as the Tweed Ring (1869-1872). Boss 
Tweed himself admitted that even though his constituents 
couldn't read, ". . . they can't help seeing them damned 
pictures." 

We hope we're as effective. 

Don Rittner 



As ) write this, the radio blares on with reports of James 
Watt pulling the Beach Boys off the bill at the Washington 
Momument on July fourth, in favor of a Vegas song-and- 
dance man with a couple of casinos in his hip pocket and 
the mob at his heels — all in an effort to discourage the 
"wrong element." Watt has since apologized. Next week 
it'll be something else, i swear to God, the man couldn't 
make himself an easier target for a cartoonist if he painted 
red concentric circles on his shining scalp. 

Sometimes I wonder if Don and I are just taking cheap 
shots at Watt, the EPA, the doings at the Pine Bush, and 
others. But, I reason, what the hell, it's our job to take 
cheap shots, expensive shots, tong shots, whatever it 
takes to make a point and hopefully raise a laugh. We're 
not above that. 



But what is there to laugh about? Governments and corp- 
orations are committing slow suicide to supply the de- 
mands of next week. Wilderness acreage is going to the 
highest bidder while we're running fast out of rug to sweep 
the garbage under. The Secretary of the Interior is more 
concerned about rock'n'roll than with endangered species. 
And the folks who are pushing for some sanity in dealing 
with this mess are branded "kooks." Under the cir- 
cumstances, you've got to either laugh or cry. I'll opt for 
laughter, but with the eyes open. That's the trick. 

Here's hoping that you enjoy our doodles and puns, 
whether or not you share our collective point of view. 

Also here's to another year of cartoons of bald men in 
glasses. 

P.S. Incidentally, "I Love Canal" is also the title of a 
song written and performed by local musician Guy 
Spataford. I'm hoping for a vinyl version, it's well worth a 
listen. 



Raoul Vezina 




"Do you think we can come up with a down payment?" 




Y'KKIOVJ.I'M S0R£6LAP 
THEY'RE DIWP|N6 LIME INTO 
THE APIPDMPACK LAKES TO 
COMSAT TMEAC1P RAiKi 
POU^OTlONi- 



X PUNlOO. IM 
SCHOOL T- LEADED 
THAT AM ADPCOM&UOEP 
WITH AW ALKALINE PRO- 
DUCES SALT. HECK, THAT 
LEAVES U& WITH A SALT 
WATER LAKe/ 




"It makes a good trophy, but the meat was hard to swallow." 




"I think I liked the wolves better!" 




"Meanwhile on the national front. Passage of the Clean Air Bill doesn't look good." 




"Do you think it's time to act on that acid rain thing?" 




"And while I'm apologizing for my comments on Indians..." 




I tell you gentlemen, this new ad campaign will give us a much more positive corporate image." 




"A matter of priorities." 




My dad says they use to grow OUTDOORS." 




"But Mr. President, I thought we were in this together?" 




"I've read about landfills polluting drinking water, but it can't happen here, right?" 




lMCoU>hJie? $Oey FbK FtB LEAKS Itf S/^TbGA 

PCB'* FOUMt? M -THE „, 
CA£C|rtoG£fci5 FOOKip HO THE 






"I quit." 




"Let me make it clear that the odds of a major catastrophe here are extremely remote." 




"And they want to study US for intelligence!" 




"Of course, we'll leave open space. We will even paint it green for you. 




"And this was once a national park, but we improved it 



- even aligned the trees!" 





"Here 'tis men, the failure of Socialism. 
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Knickerbocker News/ Reiner & Vezlflh 

"Od my honor, 1 will do my best to „/' 
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Kn-ckyebot^c^ NOW*' Rittner $ * 

Taxpayers dumped on again. 




Oh yeah! I bet my rash is bigger than your rash!" 




I bet rny water is 
dirtier than your 
ater! 
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'2 010: An average summer day 
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Additional cartoons that 
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Don Rittner and 
Mark Delfs in 1995 



